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What is a wild pig?

Wild pigs (domesticated),
Aurora District

Photo: Roger Prestwood

Wild pig (pot bellied pig),
Peterborough District

Wild pig (Eurasian wild boar)
Midhurst District

• All pigs have tusks
• Domestic pigs may grow coarse fur in the cold
• All pigs are Sus scrofa and can interbreed

Any pig outside of a fence is considered a wild pig.
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How invasive are 
they?

Wild boar in Saskatchewan. Photo: Ryan Brook3

“Wild pigs are one of the most prolific 

invasive mammals on Earth and cause 

extensive damage to agricultural crops, 

native ecosystems, and livestock and are 

reservoirs of disease.”

Kost and Brooks, 2017
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Where are they?

▸ Invasive and non-native in North America

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/wildlifedamage/operational-activities/feral-swine/sa-fs-history



Aschim & Brook, Sci Rep 2019

Where are they?
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Wild Pigs in Ontario – What are we doing?

Wild pig: Middlesex County, Ontario. Photo: Jolene Daley.
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What are we doing?
Provincial sightings database 



• Receive public reports and 
correspondence through 
wildpigs@ontario.ca

• Update website on key 
messages www.ontario.ca/wildpigs

• Rollout communications 
campaign – use traditional/ 
social media to share 
information and solicit public 
reporting

• Outreach with key stakeholder 
groups and the public  
(factsheet, presentations)

What are we doing?
Communications

mailto:wildpigs@ontario.ca
http://www.ontario.ca/wildpigs


The NDMNRF receives reports of all types of wild pigs…

… everything from domesticated pigs loose on the 
road, to trail camera footage of Eurasian wild boar, to 
pot-bellied pigs that have wandered away from home 
or have been abandoned.
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Domesticated pig sightings
Reported between April 1, 2020 and March 
31, 2021 but observed on the landscape as 

early as July 2009

Some wild pigs are 
domesticated animals 
that have recently 
escaped. 
Many likely returned to 
their farms.

Wild pigs: Peterborough District, Ontario. Photo: Anonymous
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Pot bellied pig sightings 
Reported between April 1, 2020 and March 
31, 2021 but observed on the landscape as 

early as July 2009

Many of the sightings 
MNRF receives are pot 
bellied pigs. While they can 
become feral, some 
sightings turn out to be 
pets that have wandered 
from home.

Kevin Shelp
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Eurasian wild boar sightings 
Reported between April 1, 2020 and March 
31, 2021 but observed on the landscape as 

early as July 2009

Some sightings appear to 
be Eurasian wild boar
and these are a priority 
for investigation. Many of 
these sightings are close 
to Eurasian wild boar 
farms.

Eurasian wild boar: Simcoe County, Ontario. Photo: NDMNRF
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Pig sightings - unknown
Reported between April 1, 2020 and March 
31, 2021 but observed on the landscape as 

early as July 2009

When we do not have a 
photo, we cannot 
determine what type of 
pig is reported. They 
could be domestic pigs, 
pot bellied pigs, or 
Eurasian wild boar. 



What are we doing?
Research and Management

Wild pig monitoring and removal
• Collecting sightings of wild pigs
• On the ground assessment and follow-

up
• Speak with residents
• Baited trail cameras
• Trap and remove wild pigs

Research
• Three peer-reviewed scientific 

manuscripts.
• Two annual sightings reports
• One technical report



How many wild pigs are in Ontario?
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o We don’t always know if pigs 
return to captivity or have 
since died

o Wild pigs are less likely to be 
reported in areas with fewer 
people

o Multiple people sometimes 
report the same pig(s) 

o The number of reports 
received is closely related to 
media coverage

Koen, E.L. & Newton, E.N., Outreach increases 
detections of an invasive species in a 
crowdsourced monitoring program. April 2021. 
Biological Invasions 23(1).



What are we doing?
Policy and Regulations

Goal: Prevent the 
establishment of invasive wild 
pigs in the province.

Objectives:
1. Prevent the introduction of pigs 

into the natural environment.
2. Address the risk posed by 

Eurasian wild boar in Ontario.
3. Use a coordinated approach to 

remove wild pigs from the 
natural environment.

4. Leverage expertise and 
resources by collaborating 
across ministries, with federal 
agencies, other jurisdictions, and 
industry stakeholders and 
partners.



It is prohibited to 
release any pig into 
the natural 
environment (O. Reg. 
703/21).

• Research and on-site 
investigations indicate 
that wild pigs in Ontario 
are originating from 
captivity.

• Keep your pigs 
contained!

• Owners must 
immediately notify the 
ministry if an escape 
occurs and recapture or 
remove the escaped pig 
as soon as possible.
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Wild pig: pot-bellied pig.  Peterborough District,, Ontario. 
Photo: Ron W.

Wild pig: pot-bellied pig, Peterborough District, Ontario. 
Photo: Anonymous

Wild pig: domesticated pig. Algoma District, Ontario.



Invasive Wild Pigs: Ontario’s Policy Approach

Live pigs are prohibited in provincial parks 
and conservation reserves (O. Reg. 354/16).

• Invasive wild pigs pose a risk to protected areas.
• Pork products continue to be permitted.

Invasive Wild Pigs: Ontario’s Policy Approach
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• Eurasian wild boar and hybrids are any 
individuals of the species Sus 
scrofa (excludes those that belong to the 
subspecies Sus scrofa domesticus).
• Eurasian wild boar are also commonly 

known as wild boar, European boar, 
Russian boar, old world swine, iron age 
pig, and razorback.

• Research from other jurisdictions indicates 
that pigs with Eurasian wild boar ancestry 
may be better able to adapt, reproduce, 
and survive in the wild.

• In 2020, a total of 275 Eurasian wild boar 
were slaughtered at provincially licensed 
meat plants.
• Annual declines in slaughter since 2017.
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Eurasian wild boar and their hybrids are being 
phased out of Ontario by 2024 (O. Reg. 354/16)



Eurasian wild boar and their hybrids are being phased out of 
Ontario by 2024 (O. Reg. 354/16)

• The import, possession, transport, propagation, lease, trade, buying and sale of 
Eurasian wild boar and their hybrids is prohibited.

• Two-year exemption (January 1, 2022 – December 31, 2023) for those who 
possess Eurasian wild boar or their hybrids on January 1, 2022.

• The Eurasian Wild Boar Transition Initiative is a collaboration funded under the 
Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) to help producers transition their 
business.

20



Hunting and trapping pigs is prohibited in Ontario (O. Reg. 
703/21)

• Wild pigs live in groups

• Spooked animals:

o scatter increasing dispersal; and,

o become elusive (e.g., nocturnal) making 

them harder to find and manage.

• Need to remove ~ 80% of population 

annually to halt population growth
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Hunting pigs is prohibited in Ontario (O. Reg. 
703/21)

Protection of property exception

• Property owners (or agents 
acting on their behalf) can
protect their property from 
damage caused by pigs and on 
their property:

• may harass, capture, or kill the 
pig.

• must not cause it unnecessary 
suffering.

• must immediately notify the 
Minister, (i.e., location and 
number of pigs killed or 
captured).
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Wild pig removal
• Ontario is using a coordinated approach to remove wild pigs from the natural 

environment.
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What are we doing?
Collaboration

COORDINATIONKNOWLEDGE SHARING PARTNERSHIP

• Conservation organizations
• Indigenous people, 

communities, and 
organizations

• Academics
• Public

• Provincial government –
NDMNRF, OMAFRA, and others

• Federal government and 
agencies

• Municipalities
• Other jurisdictions
• Industry



For more information visit:

www.ontario.ca/wildpigs

Have you seen an 

invasive wild pig?

Please report your sightings 
to wildpigs@ontario.ca

or

1-833-933-2355
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Wild pigs: United Counties of Prescott and Russell, Ontario. Photo: Anonymous.

Contact: bree.walpole@ontario.ca

mailto:wildpigs@ontario.ca

